INTRODUCTION.
The account of the Arenicolidse which is given in the following pages is based chiefly on material in the U. S The genus Arenicola is divisible into two sections, one, the caudate section, containing those species in which a posterior region or " tail" is present upon which neither parapodia nor gills are borne, the other, the ecaudate section, comprising those species in which the parapodia, and generally also the gills, extend to the posterior end of the animal.
Up to the present no specimen belonging to the ecaudate section of the genus has been recorded from America. The two species, A. ecaudata Johnston and A. gruhii XI, 1904, p. 9. b The first nephridium is not uncommonly reduced or even absent. The prostomium is well seen in only two of the specimens. It consists (see fig. 12 
